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Abstract  The territorial dimension of the digital divide is usually considered as a
phenomenon that penalizes the peripheral regions, especially in terms of regional
economic development. Taking into account the territorial networking of ICT
(Information & Communication Technologies) infrastructures—particularly
high-speed networks—provides what is probably the principal reason for such a
perception. This is particularly true considering that the most-peripheral regions
and those with the smallest population densities are also the poorest in terms of
ICT infrastructures. In Western countries, however, the digital divide is no longer
the result of network-related problems. Nowadays, the issue of the skills required
to adequately exploit the potential of ICT is at the forefront. Yet this evolution is
likely to lead to an inversion of the inequalities between the centre and the
periphery, as populations without such skills—recent immigrants, the
unemployed, the illiterate, people with little education or on low incomes and other
socially marginalized people—are generally concentrated in urban centres.
Consequently, the priority for reducing inequalities of access to ICT resources is no
longer the provision of high-performance ICT infrastructures for peripheral regions,
but rather the implementation of continuing education and social action policies
within the urban centres.
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This article takes up and refines the argument developed in Vodoz and Reinhard 
2006.
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